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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.
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STATE OF LOUISIANA,
Orrice Starz Svremisrexpext or Prauo Enrcanoy,
Niw Orteaxs, January 30, 1871,
Ta the Honoralle the Renate and House of Represcntatives of the Hlate of
Louisiana, in General Amsembly convened @

Gomauxx—In sccordance with the requirements of law, I have
the bonor to submit my Annual Report of the Public Schools of the
State of Louisiana, for the year ending December 31, 1870,
¢ _ = Yery respectfully, your obediont servant,

THOMAS W, CONWAY,
State Superintecdent Public Education, State of Louisiana.



INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS.

I would invite attention to the desirableness of establishing, at an
early date, schools of the above named class, in which, in eonnection
with the ordinary branches of an Englich education, pupils might be
instructed in some of the useful avocations of lifs. It is a subject
which has been pressed on my atteniion by the peculiar circum-
stanoces in which large numbers of our recently enfranchised eitizens
are placed. By the disadvantages of their previons condition the
great mass of them, both male and female, were prevented from
acquiring the knowledge which gives to skilled labor its high value.
Among the males comparalively few are possessed of trades, while
many branches of indoor industry have scarcely & representative
among that portion of our people. The females are almost equally
deficient in the higher departments of needlework, the products of
which are always in demand in a highly civilized commuuity. .

It is, therefore, an inguiry worthy of your consideration, whether ]
& class of schools combining the industrial with the purely educa-
tional element may not be established with the greatest advantage
to a large portion of our people. Any or all of the lighter trades,
an acquaintance with which is equivalent to an independence, might
be taught in the male departmenta while to the female pupils a
knowledge of those avoeations in which the needle is the r.-hmf in-
. strumentality, might be readily imparted. :

The schools of Prussia, which belong to a system that had its
birth in the highest intelligence, give a prominent position to this
industrinl element. It would too greatly prolong my report to enter
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into detaila in rezand to tho admirable schoul systera of that great
nation—whoso wonderful power is based on the intellizence of ita
peoplo—yct I may call attention to the fact that in its public schools
of an industrial character the pupil is begun to bo fittel for the most
important activities of life. Andif, asis confesscdly tho case, in cur
State the oeed for sach ail is far greater than ia Germany, the pro-
pricty of establiskio; such schools merits consideration.



STATE NODMAL SCIHOUL.

In my report of last year, I callod the attention of the General
Asserbly o the importance of providing a State Normal Scloul f.r
the special training of teachers to be craployed in the pulic schools
of this State. My views of the neeessity for such an institation
and the sdvantages certnin to flow from its extabliskment bave
undergene no change, and in now recurring to tLa subject I ean do
little moro than repeat the requirements then prescnted.
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« Here order is to be bronght out of chaos; bere difficulties arising
from ignorance, inexperience and indifference are to he overcome,
and a school eystem is to be built from the very foundation. In
this great work, we shall need, for many years to come, teachers
thoroughly trained for the profession, who will comprehend the ends
aimed at, and know by what methods they may be secured; discip-
. lined to paticncs, to perseverance, and inspirited by the enthusiasm
which springs from a comprehension of the greatness of the educa-
tor's work. At prescnt we must look mainly abroad for such, but
the supply from such sources will always be far below our needs,
even eonld we consent to depend on the liberality of other sections
for the supply of our necessities. A proper pride of State, no less
than a wise regard for the interests and character of our whole sys-
tem of education, urge, at the carliest practicable moment, the estab-
" lishment and sustaining of a normal school for the State, such as
our wants, present and prospective, undeniably require.”

These considerations presented in my last annoal report resulted
in no action on the part of your honorable body further than to pro-
vide, by section thirty-six of the school act that, “The State
Tioard of Edueation may establish seadamies, normal gchools and a
teacher’s institute, and provide for the government and control of
the same.” Dut the act, in negleciing to make provision for the
expenses of such a school, renders the permission nugatory. I
would, therefore, eall attention to this omission, and request that
Jdefinite authority be granted to the State Board to pay the necessary
expenses of establishing and maintainivg normal schiools by warrants
drawn upon the State school fund. '



TOE PEABODY FUND.

'Ry direction of the State Board of Education, I tranamitted to
Rev. Barnes Sears, D. D., the General Agent of the above named
fund, an attested copy of the following pmaml.:la and resolutions
adopted by the board:

Whereas, & portion of the munificent endowment of Mr. Gﬂurg&
Peabody, for the promotion of public education in the South, has
been assigned and set apart for this State; and -

Whereas, this board, created by law, and pow organized and
engagad in the control and management of the public schools of the
State, would scem to be the proper medium for the eare and dis-
bursoment of the portion of said endowment to which the State is
entitled; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the President of the Board be and is herchby
instructed to open a correspondenca with the Rev. Darnes Sears,
General Agent of said endowment, with the view of securing the
transfor of such portion of the same as may at any time be set apart
for the good of this State to this board; and that he convey an
authentic copy of "this resolution to the said General Agent. '

No reply having been reccived, I forwarded to Dr. Sears a second
copy of the above resolutions, attended by the following communica-

n:

i STATE OF LOUISIANA,

Orrick State SceerytespesT o Pravie Epvcamnioy,
] ] ' New Orleans, October 28, 1870,
Rev. Burns Bears, D, D., General Agent, ete.: ]

- Sia—The State Board of Education for this State, at its first
meeting adopted the following preamble and resolution. A copy of
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the same was forwarded to yon, bat, as we have not Lieard from yon, '
weo presume you did not receive it .

The olject in view is to call your attention Lo the question of the
use made of the I'cabody fund in Loaisiana, and t9 sozgest that it
mwizht add greally to its snccess il you were to chiange the local
agsency bere, and for the lullowinz reasons;

Fordd==1lr. Lusher, your prescot agent, does not co-operate, in
nny way, with the Stals aathosritics in the r-m;malian of the work of
popolar elueaticn.

Svond—There is good reason to believe that Le is greatly opposed
to the Slate authborities, and thst lLe aims to bLuill wp & eyelim
antagonistie ta that of tha Slate.

TAird-=Somo of the teachers aided Ly Lim aro doing all in their
power to break up our pullie sclicols, and in some eaws circulars
have issned from (hem urging the citizens Lo oppose the establish-
ment of pablie achoola

Fourth—Mr. Lnsber announevs that the schiwls ailed Ly him are
for “whito chillren,” thereby involring the trustees of the D'eabody
fund in the fulse position of establishing m caste rystem of elacation,
which ia, as I bLeliere, at varianco with the declarations put forth by -
them.

Fyth=Mr. Lusher must necessarily excito widespread epposition
beeanse of his prejudiced feelings, his inbarmonions condoct towand
the pablie schiool oficers, and his neglect of the edacational interests
of the eolored popalation of our Stats, We think the fond fur this
State can be used by the State Duard of Ilacation to far Letler ad-
vantages than if it remains in the Lhands of Mr, Lusker. Not only
wonll we as«ist echools stlended exclusively or partially Ly white
pupils, withouat exciting the jealousy of the culored population, Lat
wo could remder all proper assistance to the latter class witliont
exciting the oppuosition of any of the white citizens of tle State.

You would gain great advantage Ly lasing the fand nwal in
perfect barmony with our public schiool system; it woull Le far
more economical, since vur schuol oficers woull charge notling
for any scrvice you woull require, and it woaold secure you dotble
the results which you can possilly accomplish under the present
auspices. ' Very respectially,

TIIOMAS W. CONWAY,
State Superintendent of 'ullie Edneation.
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of our population enables them to establish, and to 1aaintain private
echocls for their children, and were the number who does Jerive the
adrantages of educalion added to those whits chillren in attend-
aace in our pollic schools, it would make a number at least quad-
ruple that of all colored chiliren now enjoying school privileges in
this State. It is not, therefore, in any Acnss trne that the white
chililren in Louisiana are “from the fact of their unwillingness to
atlend mixed schiools™ the #more destitute.” The administration of
tLe l"mlml_r fund on the Lasis of such a supposition, Las & ten-
deney to “fuster the evil which it deprecates, inssmnch as it rewanls
by its Lenefactivns those who refuse to pain an edacation unless it
is ubtained in barmony with the spirit of caste. While on the
otber Land, Ly proviling educational facilitics for whita chillren it
enables tho opponents of the publio schiool system to deny school
facllitirs to the colured children without involring the others in e
loss and injury inflicted



FREEDMENY HULEAU.

The closing up of the educational work of the Freedmen’s Durcan
affords a proper oceasion for cxpressing my sense of tho valoe of
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the aid afforded by it to the class of citizens for whose benefit it
was especinlly designed. Coming to the aid of the freedmen almost
at the moment of their emancipation, the Burean was far in advance
of all other erganizations in making provision for their edncation.
At s time when the State wos powerless to provide them with the
advantages of mental culture, the strong arm of the Bureau, clothed
with the power and authority of the nation, was extended in their
behalf, My intimate mssociation with that work, as Assistant Com-
missioner of the Freedmen's DBurean for this Department, during
the first yesr of its existence and operations, enables me Yo spesk
intelligently of the value and amount of the work which was per-
formed. It scem to be one of those providential instrumentalities
which an overruling power brings into operation at the coming of
great emergencies, and the results of its official work amply vindi-
cate the wisdom of the mind by which it was originated, DBegin-
niog at the lowest rudiments of ‘edueation, it taught the unlettered
adult to nt least read the ballot which was soon to be placed in his
bands, and opened to his mind, however imp-érfectly, the wonderfal
pages of that sacred book which had previously been to him a sealed
volume. As the years rolled on, the educational work of the
Bureau broadened into greater importanee, and, by a co-operation
with loeal boards and benevolent associations, it established schools,
founded academies | and originated institutions intended to embrace
the higher cluss of atudlcu, and from among the freedmen to raise
up teachers fitted Lo carry on the work of instruction.

The need for such an vignuization as the Freedmen's Dureau |
having terminated, and its existence cessing by the limitations of
the act of Congress under which it acted, it became necessary to
transfer the school property held by it to the proper authorities of
the State. This neccssity led to the fnllnmng communieation
from i}ulonel E. W. Mason:

_ " OrFice or SurERINTENDENT oF Eptcation,
]'hlruu ]h'!'ugﬂi, }‘rﬂ'-'lmr'l and Abandoned Lands, S8tale of Lonislans,
New Opzeaxs, Lin., May 8, 1870



Hon, Thos, W. Conway, Suporintendent Pablia Tnstru ction, New Orleans, La:
Desg Sir—I bave the honor to transmit herewifh list of build-

ings in the State, built or repaired by the DBureau Refugecs, Freed-

men and Abandoned Lands, and authorize you to use the same for
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scliools, providel no distinetion is made ia regand to race, color or
previous eondition. Thero aro many other Luildings upon plasta-
tions, that Lave been repaired by the Darcau, that, I presame, coulld
e obtained free of rent for achool purposes. 1o regard to Union
Norman School and Straight University, I presame the trustes of
thesa institntions would be glad to co-operato with you. There isa
large amount of furnituce, Linckboards, ete,, scatlered throngh the
State that I would Lo glad to bave Dirision Saperistendents make
use of. Tsblall be happy at all times to aid yoa in the nolle work
that you have so auspiciously commenced.
Yours, respectfully, © Ko WL OMASO0N,
Superintendent of Idueation for Loaisiana
Accompanyinz this letter was a list of forty-three schoul Louses
in tho varing towns an.d parialics of tlis State, which will prolably
Lo occupied for school purposes Ly the local boards ander the Siate

eyslew. .
AGRICTLTURAL SZIIOOLS,

I aminot aware tLat any tueasurcs havo been taken by the Legisla-
ture to secure to the Slate the grant of land Ly the Geseral Govern-
ment for establishing agricultural schools I have Leen informel
that the scrip is male out for this State, and if so, it is probably
ready for delivery to the proper authorities, on spplication being
mado for ita tranafer. Tho valuo of the grant itscll, and the
importance to the Stale of a schiool of azricultare and mechanics,
thus amply endowel, should prowpt the sdoption of measarcs for
reccivinz the Lenefits of the grant as spealily as possible
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The above lotter received a repl]r from Dr. Sears, which is given

below: . R
\ Hmw'm\' ."I'u... Luvamh&r 8, 1310.
Hon, Tlu:mal W. Conway: ]

Dear Sir—In reply to your cmumummhon of Uctuberr EB, I beg
leave to say that, in the distribution of our fund, I should be most
bappy to co-operate with the State authorities. But I understand
that the State public schools are so organized that the greater part
of the white population are nuwilling to send their children to them,
and that, consequently, the benefit of the public money goés in fact
chiefly to the colored children. . If there is any feasible way of re-
moving this inequality, Lringing the white people generally into
<co-operation with you, the necessity for a local agency would cease,
and we could act in concert with you. - | -

We, ourselves, raise no questions about tm::ad schools ‘i‘t &
simply take the fact that the white children do not generally attend
them, without passing any judgment on the propriety or impropriety
of their course. We wish to promole universal education—to aid
whole communities, if possible. If that can not be, on account of
peculiar circumstances, we must give tha preference to those whose
edacation is neglected. It iz well known that we are helping the
white children in Louisiaua, as being the more destitute, from the
fact of their unwillingness to attend mixed schools. We should give
the preference to colored children, were they in like circumstances.

Alr. Lusher has been requested to avoid controversy and antagon-
ism with the State authorities; and he has assured me that this is
in accordance with his own views and wishes, /

Yours truly, Coe B.BEA.RS,
' General Agent of Peabody Fu nd.

It will be seen by the loticr of Dr. Sears, that owing to the repre-
sentations made by Mr. Lusher, the Peabody fund, so far as it is
employed in Lonisiana, is used in opposition to the public school
syatem of the State.  With all respect for the judgment of the apent
-of the Peabody fund, it may be doubted whether an uawillingness
to avail themselvea of the advantages offered by the public school
system constitutes, in any true sense, “destitution:” While as a
fact the number of whita children in our public schools is threefold
dhat of children of color.. The greater weallth of the white portion



CONCLUSION,

In conclulding this portion of my report, I am satisfed that there
ia no need for pressing on the attention of your honoralle Loly this
great snbject of tha edaeation of onr peopla. Its own magnitnle
will cansa it {o command the atiention it requires; and whila I
entertain no doubt that it will receive your prompt and earnest con-
sideration, I trust that the action of the Leginlature will result in
removing the obstacles arising from some imperfections in the law
which experience has shown to ¢xist, and in Larmonizing the differ-
ence which have unfortunately arisen among those who are equally
fricndly to popular edocation. : '
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It is to me & subject of regret that any conflict of opinion or of
action should exist in conducting a work so essential to the pros-
perity of our commonwealth, yct where those differences relate not
to the objoct to be atiained, but merely to the best methods for
securing an end, the value of which is conceded by all, their adjust-
ment should not be difficult. The sct relating to public education
requires no sweeping changes in order to be made thoroughly
ellective; a few modifications simplifying the operation of the law by
bringing the responsible school officers into eloser contact with the
actual work they are expected to perform, and endowing them with
anthority to supplement with their own exertions the neglect of
indolentor unwilling subordinate boards, is everything that is needed
for the State at large, ‘

For the city of New Orleans, some such amendment of the law as
has been recommended in a previous portion of this roport is
unquestionably needed, to insure eco-operation by the fricnds of
education, as well as to impart the greatest elficicney to the school
work,

I am, very respectfully,
R THOMAS W. CONWAY,
State Superintendent of Publie Education.
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