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STATE OF LOUISIANA,
Orrice Srare SupERINTENDENT OF PunLic Enuvcarion,

New Orleans, January 1, 1872.

To the Honorable the Sennte and Houso of Representatives of the State of
Louisiann:

Gevruzaren—In accordance with the requirements of law, I have
the honor to submit my annual report of the publie schools of the
State of Louisiana for the year ending December 31, 1871.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOMAS W. CONWAY,
State Superintendent of Public Education.



THE S0HOOL LAW.

Without elaiming perfection for the present school law, it is but
just to say thab in its operation it bhas realized the expectations of
its friends, and it may be fairly guestioned if, taking all things into
consideration, it is not as well adapted to the condition and wants
of onr State ag any law whieh can be framed, Some errors have
been eommitted in the past by assuming that laws and systems of
administration which have proved useful in States where n different
eondition .of society exists would prove equally efficient here. The
present lnw, in its amended state, is the resnlt of Expefienee in the
school work as prosecuted vnder the peenliny difficnltios and embar-
rassments which beset it among ourselves, and in its adaptation to
the condilions nnder which the educational work must here be per-
formed gives safisfoclion fo those on whom rosts the responsibility
of its successful prosecution. If changes ave urged by any, they
are only by persons who, having had no experiencs in the worl, ave
ignorant of the dillicnlties which confront every endeavor to estab-
lish and extend popular education in Lounisiana, and whe, for that
renson, are ineompetent to determine whatb is regnired. That the
present lavw may, in the futore, be profitably superseded by unother
which shall be better adapted to the then alteved conditions of the
time, is not questioned, but any radical change at present would
tend io retard rather than fo furtber the worle The changes here-
fofore suggested by myself, and recommended by the State Board of
Tiducation, have been for the purpose of obviating practical diffienl-
ties, ns they have snceessively arisen, and have resnlted in the pres-
ent amended law, the cflectivences of which has been sufficiently
proved during the nine months it has been in operation. It may
not sabisfy thab elauss of theorists who would provide by law for
gvary possible contingeney, but such should remember that every
perfected school system is a matter of growih, developing with the
progress of the work dnd broadening with the increass of intelli-
genes in the commumity. It required fourteen years io perfect the



25
school systemin Pennsylvania, and Horace Mann was twenty-one
years in bringing the Massachusetts schocl system to its present
stage of perfection.

Unnecessary changes are always injurious, nnd usually costly.
New blanks, new books of record and necessary forms are required,
not to mention the extended corrvespondence which even a limited
chauge demands, involving time and lnbor. The present system has
been in operation only since last May, but during that period new
blanks, forms, ete., have been prepared and issued to the voricus
boards of school directors; an admirable system of school records
has been adopted, the most complete and perfect anywhere em-
ployed, snmples of which will be found in the appendix to this re-
port; and with the system thus set in effectiva operation and answer-
ing the expectatious of ils originators, it would be alike precipitate
and unwise to suggest any present change, except merely in the
- matter of revenue.

SCHOOL HOUSES

Though a number of excellent buildings for school purposes has
bean provided doring the year in some of the towns and rorsl dis-
tricts of the State, not a tithe of those needed las been supplied.
The refusal or neglect of the large majority of school distriets fo vote
the tnx required for the ercetion of buildings has resnlted in leav-
ing nine-tenths of the State without snitable school accommedations,
Hired rooms, basements of churches or rude chapels, Lhnve been
obtained for this purpose; always inconvenient, generally uncom-
fortable, and rarely supplied with desks, the labors of the tenchers
have been econducted nnder the wost unfavorable civeumstances. It
is sufficiently sad that a school should be deprived of the apparatus
usually considered indispensabla to the eflicient instroction of its
pupils, but when to this is added the privation of the commonest
conveniences for the teacher's work, the situation nssumes pn aspact
almost barbarous. '

The dread of taxation—which in this instance means simply the
moderate cost of supplying the children of the State with Necessnry
tuition—nhas been used by demagogues as a means of retarding lhe
educationnl worls among the families of the poorer citizens of the
State. TYeb with the facilities which the mechaunic arts now present,
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a,neaf, and, in every way, convenient school horse: conld be erected
in each school distriet at a cost so trifling as to. be searcely felf by
any person. _

#The Dorron Building Company,” manocfacturers of sectional
school houses, capable of being transported in parts to any point,
bave proposed to erect buildings elegant in design, and by their
commodiousness and internnl arrangements adapted to any rural
district in ihe State, for a sum far below that for which even a rnde
structure could be built by ordivary mechanies. An attractive
school building, capable of seating fifty scholars, with desks and
sexis complete, ecsts but seven hundred dollars ; anod for one of
real elogamee, to aceommodate one hundred scholars, with every con-
venienes of deak, seats, ete., the expeuse is but fourteen hundred
dollarg, not including the eosb of transportation from New Orleans
to the spot ¢n which it is to be erected. This trifling cost in most
school districts would searcely average fifty conts per eapitn for the
population, and when it would provide a pleasant, commodious and
substantial echool house for the distriet it is difficult to fitly charac-
terize the spirit of thoss who by refusing to meet it compel our
youth to bear all the ills and inconveniences to which T have referred,
or, to escape them, remain in ignornnce.



AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

T am informed that the serip issned by the gensrul government
for the establishment of an agricultural college in this Btate has
been secured.  That such an instibution would prove of great beno-
fit o the Siata is nuqnestiuﬁnb]e, and it iz within the provioce of
your honorable body to take such moansnres as will result in making
the grant available immedintely. By nniting the means seenred by
this grant with the local resources at our own immedinte command,
it appears to me that o building of enitable dimensions ean be
erected and so approprintely located and furnished as to answer both
the needs of a State normal school nud those of an agricaltural
college. '

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS, )

The system of public edueation bas its germ in the convietion
that every human being possesses an inalienable and indefensible
right to be provided with the menns for the development and cul-
ture of that intelligent mind which is the crown and glory of man-
hood. The first shoot from that germ was the distriet school, Tipited
in its design and restricted in its facilities to imparting the mere
rudiments of nowledgze. It aimed only to ploce the key of the im-
mense storelionse of lenrning in the hands of the young, leaving
them, if they might, to open the heavy portals and search amid its
many chambers for the wealth which they contain, Buot ps the ghoot
developed into the blade, and that again into the stallk, the range of
purpose widened, till the grammar school, the Ligh school apd the
free college presented, in varying degrees, opportunities for a higher
gnlture. * So far, however, the aim was general, having no rezard 1o
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the different avocations to which' the “after Iife wonld’ bs' devoted.
Then followed a further advance in the recognition of the duty of
the State to adapt the instruction furnighed to the uses'for which,
in the maturity of the pupil, it wounld be needed. The industrial
school is the ountgrowth of this purpose, and now forms an impor-
tant and cherished portion of the most advanced systems of Enrope,
commending itself by the definiteness of its aim and by the im- -
portance of its ascertained results to the mpproval of the most in-
telligent anithorities on the subject of popuolar education.

The following statements, for which I am indebted to the able
report of Hon. John Eatom, Jr., National Commissioner of Eduea-
tiom, will present an outline of the progress of industrizl schools
abroad, anad indicate the importance aseribed to the subject by the
statesmen of Europe:

COMPULBORY EDUCATION.

How far or on what principle a parvent is legally justifinble in wikh-
helding from bis child the training and colture neceszary to develop
his higher natove, has not in this Stote been datermined. Legal en-
actments, in lands whose elaims to enlightenment, are not so lofty as
oy own, mike it a criminal offrnse.  To maim the mind, to eripple
the intellect, and fo indurate thope sensibilities which, when attuned
by edncation, ntter the prandest music of the soal, is elsewhere
deemed af least 2e croel as to maim the body., Dwarfed minds and
imbruted heavts nre considered as enlamitous fo anntion ng deformacd
bodies, nud the strong arm of law is extended to arrest and strike
down the hand which should attempt to inflict ancl wrong upon the
Stote, It is not a guestion of the parent’s contrel of his ebild, bod
of the duiy of n Stale to seenre the prerequisites of intelligent citi-
wenship to those who are to becomeo its strength or its weakness.

If socially no one may coms between a parent’s vight and o child’s
duty, politicaliy no one, whatever his relntion, may come between the
State and its subjects, The parent and the child are alike subjects
of the State, and the anthority which legislates for the protection of
the one iz bound to do so for the protection of the other, If the law
protects the parent’s mam, it should protect the child's mind. If its
strong arm would fall with sternest force on one who should con-
demn to barrenness the father’s field, it shonld desecnd wilh equal
atrength on him who wounld consign to ignorance the mind of his
<hild, stripping it of power, and eonverting its beanty into desolation.
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The Ynited. States-.Commissioner of Education, Hon. John Eaton,
Jr., in considgring:the-Enropean educational systems, says:

*One of the greatest benefits conferred on the working classes of
Anstria iz the general school bill of the thirteenth of Alay, 1869
which renders national edueation compulsery, and greatly elevates
the standard of it.  In aceordance with this law, compulsory attend-
anco ot school begins with every child at the age of six, and iz con-
tinmed vninterruptedly to the e of fovrisen. DBuat even then (that
is to say at the end of his fourteenth year) the child is nllowed to
leave school only on production of certified proof that he has thor-
ounghly aequired the full-amount of educntion which this great law
fizes as the sine gua non minimum of edueation for every Anstrian .
-gitizen.”

Tdueation has justly come to be regarded as the sirength of a
nation, not only by giving efliciency to the arts of pence, but equally
by endowing a people with the elements of snecess in war. Tt is no
narrew nor parlial view of the late Baropean conflict which aseribes
the easy trinmph of Germany over the armies of the most renowned
military pewer of Europe Lo the saperior edueation of her troops,
and her late rival, formerly eontented with efiforts fo excel her in the
exeellence of her military weapons, tanght by disaster, now imitates
her recent foe in reeking to develop the underlying strength which
springs {rom the educetion of the masses. Early in the lnst month
the Couneil General of the Depavtment of the Seine voted in faver
ol the establishment of o system of eompulsory and gratnitons edn-
cation, vightly deciding that children are the wards of the State,
which, as their gunardian, is morally obligated to secure for them this
highest of national and eivil rights.

CO-EDUCATION OF THE SEXES.

In the majority of onr schools throngh the State the youth of
both sexes are received and instructed together; in others thers are
separate deparlmenis for beoys and girls with their reaijtaut:iva
teachers, while, in yet others, and those genernlly the higher grade
of schools, the sexes are fanght separately. The wisdom of this
division is questioned by the best educators of {le day, many of
whom maintain that the highest results of ednention are unatiain-
able under this separate system. The subject should at an early day



secure attention from those who control the® edficational system of
the State, innsmuch as the form given to'cur schools in ‘their origin
is the one most likely to be perpetuated. = A recent writer in com-
menting: on the popular objections to the education of the sexes,
gives the following one, which is, undnubtedly, that which lies at the
basis of the opposition:

“It ie generally admitted thot the nssociation of young men and
women, under proper conditions, is elevating instead of degrading,
but there is doubt if bringing them together in o school provides for,
these proper associations. The wholesome association of the young
requires thé presence and influence of those who are mature and
‘have experience and n sense of responsibility—more of the family
influence than ean be secured in a large school.  Is there not dauger
that young men pnd young women thus brought tegether in the
eritical period of life, when the distinctive social tendencies which
draw the sexes toward each other seem fo act with greatest
intensity, will fail of thet necessary regulative force and fall into
undesirable and noprofitable relation?”

This approhension is entirely theoretical, and is unsustained by
foets in thae history of schools (a large aud increasing number} where-
the sexes are edneated together. On the other hand, some of the
many ndvantages of education are given by Dr. Fairebild, of
Oberlin College, ns the result of the experience of a third of a
century in that flomvishing school:

1. Beonomy of manns and forees. The teaching foree and other
apparatus required in all the higher departments of study is made
available to a larger number. '

2. Convenience to the patrons of the school. Tt has been s matter
of interest with us to note the number of cages in whick a brother
is nccompanied or followed by a sister, or a sister by a brother. I
ean not give exact statements npon this point, but it is an interesting
and permanent feature in our operations.

8. Another advantage we find in the wholesome incitements to
study which the system affords. This is & want in all schools, pro-
vided for often by a marking and grading system involving n distri-
bution of lonors and prizes. An acknowledged defect in this plan,
not to speak of aoything nnwholesome in the spirit of rivalyy which
it induces, is in the fact that it appeals to comparatively few in a
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class.  The honors are few; and: the majority soon cease to strive for
them. The social inflnence arising from the constitution of our
classes operates continmously and almest equally upoun all.  Each
desires for himself the best standing that be is capable of, and there
iz never u lack of motive to exertion.

4, Again, the social culture which is incidental to the system is a
matter of no emall importance. To secure this the student does not
need to make any expenditure of time, geoing out of his way, or
leaving his proper work for the plensure or improvement resulting
from society. Ho finds himself naturally in the midst of it, and he
adjusts himself to it instinetively. It influences his monners, his
feeling and his thought.

5. Olosely connected with this influence is the tendency to good
order which we find in the system. The ease with which the dis-
cipline of so large a echool is conducted lins not ceased to be o
watter of wonder to ourselves.

AMIEED S0HOODLE,

Tt is with plensuve I refor to the removal of those apprehensions
which existed in gome minds in repard to tha effects to be produced
by u failbful adherence to that requirement of the constitution which -
provides that no ehild shall be excluded from the public schools of
the State by reasons of race, eolor or previous cendition of servitude.
The right thus bestowed by the highest law of the Stnie nnd recog-
nized by every school net passed sinee the adoption of the constitu-
tion, has been vindicated with such prudent firmness as io be no longer
questioned. This final settlement of the primeciple, this general ne-
knowledgement of the right, has been attended by such moderation
in its exorcise on the part of those most interested, as to effectunliy
rebuks the passionate denunciations of the maleontents who pre-
dicted the ﬂimrglmimtiun or destruetion of the public school gystem
if this right wore conceded. As a rale, the children have chosen to
attend schools made up privcipally of those of their own race, and
theiv pavents have preferred they should. Yet in many of the
schools white and colored pupils may be seen together, and where
this exists, it is not too much to say that the latter are treated with
orenter kindness by their fellow pupils than, under similar circum-
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staneces, they wonld be in ‘many northern ecities. Those children
who were temporarily withdrawn from scme of the eity sehools nn-
der the impression that rash and coercive measures would be adopt-
ed when the legal authorities assnmed contrel, are gradually re-
turning to their places, and it neads only » continuanee of the firm
yeb moderate course thus far pursued to convines all who are ncces-
sible to renson of the fallacy of the nrgnments brooght agaiust the
present school system.

NEW ORLEANS SCHOOL BOARD.

FIRST DIVISION.

Orrice or Diviston Surenmsrexpest or Prouc Boveation,
Amite City, La., Cetober 5, 1871.

o the Sitnte Snperintendent of Public Edueplicn, New Oilenps, Lo,
Siz—I herewith transmit my repork of the condition of public
gchools in the First Division for the year ending October 5, 1871.
R C. BICHARDSON,
Division Superintandent of Public Education,
Tirst Division, Lonigiang,



SECOND DIVISION.

Oerice or Divisiow Sveemryresnest oy Pooue Eovcaros,
Carrollton, Lin., December 15, 1871,

“Fo the State Superintendent of Public Eduestion, New Orleans, La. :

Sia—-I hereby transmit my report of the condition of public
achools in the Second Division, for the year ending E‘:Ei:rtﬁmher 1,
1871, , . 8. STODDARD,

Division Superintendent of Pablic Education,
Seeond Division, Louisiana.

MINED SCHOOLS,

De it knov } i
it known that the population of the couniry parishes of Louis-
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iapa is-composed of three separate and distinet classes, viz: the
slaveholding aristocracy, tha colored element, and that class that has
always been known at the South as the “poor whites.” The former
as a class, never favored education for the mosses: was never friendly
to public education at all, consequently counld not be expected to
favor a system that proposed to receive the childven of their receni
slaves to equal rights and privileges with their own. From the start
then they were found arrnyed Ditterly against this plan until it
beeame apparent to the most obtuse among them that the great
change in the condition of thet peopls and eonsequent change in
the interests of the State sud nation imperatively demnnded that
they should reeeive educational privileges. They alone had repre-
sented the intellipent and eduented element of the pecple; under
the old order of things they had ruled, and it was well with them.
When freedom despoiled them of their slaves they found them-
selves like Sampson shorn of his locks, also shorn of their puwer.

Hereafter the masses must rule, and as o protective measure, both
y tﬂjpuh:iu and private intercsts, those masses must be educated.
They aceepted the fuct becanse they eould not prevent, and in mnny
instances are now apparently lending their interests and influence
cheerfully to the establishment of schools for the colored people,
but they do not themeelves send—they prefer rather ns nlways be-
fore to educate their children at private institutions, sometimes at
home, but more commonly abroad. I do not think that many chil-
dren of this class would be found in attendance wers schools estab-
lished exclusively for the whites.

The * poor whites,” the largest element of the populution of the
ecountry perishes, is yet the most unforfunate class so far as they are
affected by the operations of the present system. They ave generully
too poor to provide private means of edneating their children, and
consequently must depend upon the public schools or be without
educational advantages altogether. IReared as they have been in
superstition and ignorance, nud especially schooled to lock down
upon the eolored people ns hewers of wood and drawers of waler,
in other words as a despised and hated raes, though their condition
ig fnr nore to be commissrated than ihat of the color they so in-
tensely despise they will be ihe last to patromize o school that
admits a coloved cbhild to a seat therein, “Neo " they say, *we will
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sooner see our children grow up like the wild grass of the prairie.’”
Uneducated themselves, their appreciation of learning is not equal
to their prejudice deep rooted in superstitions ignorance.

When good schaols, attended by colored children, have flonrished
tight ameng them for upward of two yeers, not a parent has applied
for admisgion for his child, nor, in my opinion, ever will till the
fearful pall of ignorance has been lifted from their obseured intel-
ligence.

There nre not six children of this class attending schools with
colored children in my Division, and the fael is pertinent that
where white cehildren are found nttending with colored, they are
nniversally the children of intelligent parents.

The colored people eagerly seek the benefils of publie education
whenever publie schools are placed within their reacl, and have not,
up to the present time, abated in that interest at firse displayed, ns
predicted by some wonld transpire when the novelty should bave
WOTn away.

Tlna question with them has been settled: they are to he eduo- .
cated. In fack they have already received thet which will tell in
the futnre destiny of the race. The wealthy aristoeratic whites will
take cave of themselves, and the great problem veb to be solved is,
“What is to be the destiny of the poor whites?” It might be
inferred from the above thnt none of that class of the population
were receiving the benefits of public education. Not so. Nearly
one-fourth of the ehildren nttending in my Division are of that
class, and the oceasion is thus: Among thab class known as “ Aca-
dinns,” being very exclusive in their habits, are found mauy seitle~
ments where no colored people reside, or at lenst very few, and
these few, wilh g'euerous tolerance nnappreciated Ly the race they
concilinte, prefer to send o much grecter distance, often from four
to six miles, rather than apply where they kuow they would be so
unweleeme gneste. These schools, then, in such localities, by the
nature of things become white schools—white, bocause there are
gither no eolored childven in the district, or becaunse they choose to
gend alzewhers,  All other schools are eolored—eolored, because, ns
bolore stated, the whites will not send.

I did not stnvt ont with the above heading proposing to discuss
the propriety or impropriety, the right or wrong, of ihe system that
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recogmizes all classes as possessing equal privileges ju the publie
schools of the State. I consider that queskion to have been long
ago settled in the fundamental principles that underlie onr noble
government. I wished to make merely a plain statement of facts s
they exist. This I have done to the best of my ability, and T leave
the snbject.

GENERAL CONDITION OF THE SCIHOOLS.

Thee schools, in spite of the usual naattractive school rooms, I
have generally found in a very good condition. The boards have
generally been sueeessful in sscuring s faithin) eorps of teachors,
under whom the pupils ‘have made a commendable advancement in
their stondies. The eolored children, as n mla, aro advanein g
rapidly, moeh more so than the white, (T refer to the rural districts. )
There iz a reason for this, bowever. As n elass their appreciation of
education is nndeniably greater than that of the whites, as proven
by the faets in the ease, They are more regular in attondance, will
go further and snerifice more to attend school than will the white,
Alany eolored children of my Division have been in constant nitend-
ance, traveling to do so a distance of from four to six miles, while
the whites will grumble if the school is placed a half a mils from
their door.

The eolored children, almost withont exception, nnderstand the
. English lnnguage; consequently, cin proceed from ilis start nnder-
standingly. With the whites the exeoptiou is the olher way ; few
or nong can understand or spéak a word of English. They have
first to learn & langunge; therefore it can be readily understood how
it is that the colored children will be {found reading smartly in the
higher readers, and reciling, commendably, lessons in Geography,
Grammar, end History, when beside them in o school composed
mairly of whites you will find pupils of the Intter eloss only trupslat-
ing in the First and Secend Readers. The prospect for this olnss is
inceed diseouraging when we consider that only aboub ouc out of
three, on an average, can be induced fo seck ihe benefits of pnblic
eduention. When urging them to gend their ehildren you invariably
meeb with that very suggeslive shrag of the shoulders, and the re-
sponse: *“ No need,” “No good.” Not able to read or write them-
selves, they cannot eomprehend of whet advaniage edveation can bo
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‘to any one; and:really.-considering the life.theylead, one can hardly
‘mee oy use it would be to them wera'they still to pursue the same
course of life. It is hard for sny one nnacquainted with the nature
and habits of the class of people above alluded to to comprehend
the above remarlks. In fact, I have conversed with many citizens
born aod raised and gray-headed in the State of Louisiana, who
were ubterly unconscious that such an element conetifuted three-
fourths of the population of the State, (at least it will reach thet
proportion in the Second Division. ) .

They have never traveled up and down the innumerabls bayous
that divide and snb divide the low lands of Louisiana, and that class
of people being by nature very exclusive in'their habits, never seek
the metropolis or marts of trade, and consequently never come in
-contact with the intelligent portion of the community, unless it may
be o very few, the most enterprising among them, who with sliff,
oyster smack or logger penetrate to the centres of frade to dispose
of the oranges, bonanas, oysters, game and fish which constitute the
main of their articles of traflic. These may be termed their mer-
¢hants, and ean be met with anywhere up and down the banks of
the Mississippi. From them may be judged the masses who never
venture to the borders of civilization.

Thas it is that so lithle i known about them, and in this conntry
whera everything has been made to subserve to the almigity dollar,
the mission of the Chrisiion tenther not excluded, this poor people |
hove remained uwnnoticed and wneared for over o century, sinee,
Tugitives from untold oppression and hardships, an outeast people,
they sought an asylom in the quiet depths of the Lonisiana swamps.
What wonder, to these whe know their sad bistory, that they shrink
from the face of every humun being not of their own raee, and seek
that seclusion that has literally kapt thew buried in the heart of o
thriving, pulsating Yankeo nation. This people belong almost ex-
clusively to the Lantin race, being chiclly of French descent, and
mostly ithe descendanta of the oxiles from “ Aeadia,” who, in 1705,
first settled in this Biate. There is, however, a considerable admix-
_ture of the Spanish, Portegese and Italian eloments,  Their fanguege
ig prineipally Freneh, or wns originally, but has become so cor-
rupted that it retning but little of its original purity, and is bardly
intelligible to an edneated I'renchman, Tt is hard to reelize that
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large. communities of this poor unfortunate people exist within
seventy-five miles of the city of New Orleans, the great Queen City
of the Sonth, who are living to-day as they lived o hundred waars
ago, without having advenced one step in this great world of enter-
prise, but have rather marked a retrograde, slow, but unfortunately
sure. If they build a house to-day, though in & Jand sbonnding in a
rich profusion of cypress lumber, it is invariably the “ adobe cabin,”
mud walls, thetched with palmetto leaves, the * Maison d® Acadien ™
of a century past; and thus they have lived, or rather existed, in n
condition almost redueed to squalor, without that enlightenment
which the privileges of edneation afford; without intercourse with
any intelligent humen beings; aye, and without religions teachings
or inflnences of any kind.

In my last inspection tour, to which I have befors referred, T
visited a community of over twelve hundred inhabitants, whers, I
was informed, & Christian minister had never been, except o Catholic
priest, and he had been there but once for over g year. I forther
asserb that I do not believe sgix persons could ba fonnd there
excepting three teachers who- had been sent ihere in charge
of schools, who could read or write in any Javguage, or that
a particle of printing matter, not even o Bille, conld be found in
one of their honses, except the sehool books that had been recently
+ sent there for 1he use of the pupils. Bear in mind that this people
. understand not a word of English, speak not o word, and that their
children nover henar it culy from their teachars, and it will be under-
stood bow the colored children have so much the advantage over
them. I have been partieular in describing this muclh-to-be com-
miserated class, beeauss I haye felt it my duty to do so; and if I
ean hnve excited in others the sympathy that I have felt, that shall
lend to greater efforts in their bebalf, and that shall ultimately
rescue  them from the fearful condition into which they have
degenerated, my labors will nob have baen o failure, and all of my
exertions will bave been abundautly rewarded. 1 give below
extracts from the report of a teacher of one of ike best schools of
the elass above referred (o, that a clearor idea may be Liad of {heir
actual eondition. The communify in which the school is siinated
i3 a favorite watering place, whers many citizens of New Ouleans
Foarly resort {o spend the sultry summer months, besides has here-
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Orricz or Dhivision SUPERINTEXDENT oF PUnLlo LFooaarios,
Baldwin, 8t. Mary Parisl, Lia., December, 1871.

To the State Snperintendent of Prbiic Edncation, New Orlenns, La.:
S1n—I herewith transmit my report of tha condition of public
schools in the Third Division for the vear ending September 50, 1871.
R. K. DIOSSY,
Division Superintendent of Public Ttdneation,
Third Division, Lonisiana.

MIXED SCHOOLS, PEABODY FUND, ETC.

The subject of wixed schools bas in no wise vmbarrassed my
operations.  There is no question about race or color; secommoda-
tions are provided for all the children; and tenchers, white and
eolored, male and female, fromn all seclions of anr country ore
employed whenever their gualifications will allow. It is quite
difiicult, however, to obtain ss many colored leachers as are needed,
althongh every effort is made to sscure them, and they are well
received averywhere, I estimats that little less than one third of
the pupils reported are white—a solid argument ageinst those who
declure that the white children of our State are neglected by the
publie school vflicors, and therefore claim that there is a necessity
for that abnormal school arrangement the Peabody plan. It is my
deliberate judgment that the nse made of that good man's money
in my division is for the most part o hindrance instead of an
advantnge to the cause of education. At omne place, & notorions
imebrinte is principal of the sckool; in others, favorites nre penaionad
upen the fund; and in all enses the amonnis granted are so inade-
quate us to be of very little valne. The cbject of the trustecs would
more certainly be attained if their funds were placed in the hands
of each local public sehool board, or of parties who would co-operate
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with the school officers. Ik is however to be fearad that the real
purpose is not so much to educate the white children as to keep np
a disloyel sentiment, and to antagonize the work of reconstruction
in tha State.

While most of the schools, by the choice of both children and
parents of all classes, are practically separate, in some localities the
children of both colors attend school in common, and sometimes n
golored tencher bas in his school numbers of white children. Tench-
ers and school officers, with scavcely an exception, comprehend that
while they must not diseriminate agninst any child it is no part of
their duaty to stiv up strife. Questions of prejudice must be left to
the arbitrament of time and the efiects of education,

Such is the confidence which has grown up rmong the peopls in
our seliool system that a large number of private and many of the
denominationel schools reported a year ago have been merged into
our public school worl,  We are gathering into our schools the chil-
dren of the most intelligent classes, and placing upon our roll of
teachers gome of the best edueators in the State, many of them
native Southerners whe are enrnestly endesvoring to build up the
waste places and give ns an edueational standing equal to that of
other States.



Parish of Iberville

“In that mooted problem—the capacity of colored children for ae-
(quiring ]:nowledge_-ﬁmu- ablest teachers whose candor is not swayed
by prejudice ngainst caste are of onr own opinion. While they
admit that colored children malke slow progress in receiving element-
ary ideas, they claim that this evidence of obtuseness is more an
effect traconble to condition than to natural eanse.  And if they are
slow at first they claim thatb no sooner does the light of reason burst
upon their unintored intelleets than their aptitude for mental handi-
work places thewm in the same rank with their move preteniions ex-
emplars, This is a grafifying representation to the true friends of
the colored man of his capacity for mental cultivation. And we
implore him fo avail himself of the advaatages which o benign and
poternal govermment hos placed within his vench in ihe priceless
boon of free edncation. Ile is by luw eligible to the high places of
the lnud, but it is by nn educated mind alone that he can vesch
them and grasp the honors which await him. And with a future of
sucli promise opening before the colored people of this common-
wenlth, it is the bounden duty of every coloved parent to clothe his
children in the panoply of intelligeuce, that they way become worthy
wmembers of that nation of which {hey form no inconsiderable part.

“ By scrupulous economy and devotion to the dnties which it
agsmned our parish school board is establishing for itself o record to
which it may always point with pride.  Aud we have no doubt that
o grateful people will award to it the unmensuved thaniks which ave
ever due to the faithfnl publie servant.”



St. Landry Parish

W. G, Bell, o Divector, writes : *“The board desires to do ils
utmosat to open schools for colored children in plaess whers the
tenchers will not be in dapger. I§ is proposcd to have one nt
Buayou Boenl”

Alr. B. 5. Gay, a.ieacher, save: “My patrons were notified that
the bonrd would elose the sehool, unless twend y-five pupils attended.
At onee, twenty-four were envolled.  No director has ever visited
my school. The lhouse is out of repair, and an appropriation bas
been refused. Tiis o frame building, sixty by thirly feel, gallery
on both sides, ten windows, two doors, mud walls, is on the publie
road, no fence, Loys, shesp and cattle prowl arcund and within, no
seats, no shuilers, door broken, ete. This is no unusual picture in
ihe back districts of many pavishes. He says ibe directors lhave
arranged to have the colored children taunght three months wnd
the whites three months, but that mest of the people do not favor
the edueation of colored people.



COLORED CHILDREN AND THOEIR TEACHERS. 3

“These schools arenow in a formative state. The children having
no Lome instrnction, musk depend upon their teachers for instrac-
tion in deportment, morals and science. These facis necessitnte
snperior excellence on the part of the teachers of children. The
Northern and Bastern schools could better afford to employ inferior
teachers than conld the Southern States, for there the child had the
exnmple of intelligent parents, and the duties of the teacher were
confined to the school room. To many it seems little less than rob-
bery to take the money of one class and apply it to the education
of another class. This objection eonld not stand against the ad-
vancement of civilization. The sckool was a betier investment than
the taxes paid to support prisons and almshouses. Bosides, there
are peculinr conditions in the relation of the freedmen to the Sonth-
ern States that increase the obligations of thess States fo educate
them. John Chinaman is shipped herc to labor; ba works three
months to pay his passage money, and ever after pociets his own
enrnings. ‘Thesa States have worn out three generations ol these
Afrienns in building themselves np; during thet time they had paid
their passngo money and there remained a large balance in their
favor, which shonld be paid in eduention. Should these States re-
fuse, to pay this just claim they will have the debt to pay with heavy
costs, for no Stato can long endure the burden of o predeminating
element of ignorance and vice when that clement is free to act.
Henee it becomes the duty of every gvod citizen to work enrnestly
for the suceess of the public sehools, There are many evidences of
an incraasing interest in these schools; the parish newspapers are
more respectful in their langnage when speaking of the schools;
large planters have learned that when they have gchools on their
plantations they are eure of planty of laborers.

«Tn reference to the teachers of these schools, My, Close snid, that
owing to the multiplicity of duties that devolved npon thom, their
rnission is evidently one of labor; the quality of their minds was of
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such n nature that they do oot learn their lessons, bub must be
tanght gheir lergon.  All troe teaching embodies the same privciple,
and the methods suceessful in graded schools, if properly used, will
be successiu! in ungraded schools. To modify the methods so as to
adept them fo the partienlar work, fivet wnderstand the methods,
thengmeo them properly.”



SIXTH DIVISION.

Orrice or Divisiox Svresiwrespest or Pusuic Epveario,
New Orleans, La., November 17, 1871,
"To the Stale Superintendont of Peblic Eduention, Xew Orleans, L. :
Sin—I herewith tranemit wmy report of the condition of public
schools in the Sixth Division for the year ending Angust 31, 1871.
~J. B, CARTER,
Division Snperintendent of Public Tdueation,
Sixth Division, Louisizna.

HOBRMAL SCHOOL.

By an zct of the Legislature, approved March 15, 1858, the direct-
oras of the public schools were aunthorized fo establish in ene or
more of the public bigh schools a distinet division, to be koown as
the “ Normal School Department,” for those only who mightl desire
to receive instruction in the science and art of fenclung.  An appro-
printion out of the general fund of the Slate was madde for ils sup-
port. By section three of this act said directors were to exercise
executive control over this departmont and its teachers. A pormal
school was subsequently organized, according to the provisions of
the aforeseid act. "The war eaused it to be discontinuned, bub early
in 1868 it was revived by the board of directors, and beeame, ac-
eording to original design, a departmeni of ihe publie schools of
New Orleans. Soon after the nccession of 4 new board of directors,
under the act of March 16, 1870, the school ceased, the rctiving
school anthorities taking no further intevest in it.  They, however,
subsequently established a school of the kind. Recenlly n commu-
nication was transmitied by them to the City Conneil, elaiming that
the present Peabody Normal Seminary (which is entirvely separate
from the public schools) is the legitimate sueccessor of the normal
school; nsking for it & large sppropriation, and nsserting a right io
four lots of ground in the city of New Orleans, which were pur-
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thased by appropriations made by the State and city before the
war as a sile for a normal schoel. The communication was referred
Ly the Council to the present board of directors, and by it to the
commitfea on high and normal schools for investigation. No report

has yet been made on the subject.
NORMAL AND TRAINING SCHOOL.

I respectfully recommend to your honorable body the establish-
ment of a State Nermal and Training School at as early a day as
posgible. The first normal school, in its day, aceomplished maeh
good, bnt in view of the bigh standard everywhere demanded of
these and similar institations of lenming, il seems necessary to
reich beyond the system initinted many years ago, and fonnd an
institution of the kind equal in charncter to any in tho land. The
term normal school does nob really signify the institntion generally
understood by the phrase, and is in fact a mignemor, The word
normal, by dexivation, signifies an arclitect’s squars, and tropieally, o
Pattern or moede, end would im ply only an ordinary sehool of unh-
sual or model excellence. The phrase normal end training school
more properly designates n schiool for instruction in tho sheory and
practice of teaching—the learner to aequire the science in the one
depurbment and tho art in the other,

It is wnnecessary at this doy to urge the immenss nd vaniages of
such o school as a most potent auxiliary to the cause of general
education. Its establishment would have an immediate eflect upon
the pablic geliool system of the State, as the schools necessarily take
their charncter from the feachers, The standnrd of excellence re-
guired for teachers should be mucl higher than it is at present.
Doubtless attention will be given to this important matter as soon
na approprintions ean be obtained, nnd avery effort ghould be put
forth to wceomplish this desirable end in Lonisiang at the earliost
day possible,
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ATPENDIX A

Address of the State Superintendent of Public Eduealion, al the Teﬂf‘h-
ery’ Tnstifute of the Sizth Division, held at Lycewm Hall, New

Crleans, Moy 31 and June 1 and 2, 1871,



Allow me now to say something fouching the difficulties in owr
way. These ave sarprisingly numerons, unacconntable and inex-
enanble. T will endeavor bo nome somes of them:

The first and greatest is the inzdeqnacy of our school revenues.

The second is the prolenged existence of presions engendered by
the late war, and still cherished by many who eling to the idea that
any system of lenrning made necessnry by that unbeppy event
ghould be rejeciad.

The third is the disorpanized condition in whieh the war laft the
alfnire of our State—na condition which required mueh Hima, expense
and ears {o hmprove,

The fuurth is the genernl jgnorapce of the people in most of the
rural distriets touching school organizalion, rendering it alimost im-
possible to secure competont men or women to carry on omr work.

The fifth consists in the stringent requirements of the constitulion,
ns well as thoss still morve severe which ave contained in the schocl
aols of the General Assembly, requiring ths ndmission to the
schools of all applicants, irrespective of raece or color,

Tho sixth diffienlty conszista in the malicious, groundless, vindic-
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There nre some colored children in the sehools attended by the
whites, and it is & mabter of pleasure for me to be able to state that
they ave not treated with ineivility or nakindness.

The population of our State is gradually increasing. Since the
close of our own unhappy wor large numbers of men have come
here from the North and TWest who have bronght families with them.
The termination of the war in Europe will nnquestionably result in
i large fide of emigration from both France and Germany to this
State.  Probably our edneable population will reach thres hundred
and {ilty thousand inside of the next ten years. To provide instroe-
tion for this large number, we must maintain the public schioois we
now have and establish five times as many more. Private schools
will never answer the demands of this vast want. They may serve
the necessities of an aristocratie few, but they can not supply the
needs of the great mass. On this subject I will take the liberty of
quoting the language of State Superintendent Pitzgerald, of Cali-
fornia:

" The graviky of this question of popular ednestion in relation to
the ballot is also vastly inereased Ly the fokreign immigration that
onnnally pours in upon us. ‘These foreigners come to us with o
genuine love of liberty in iheiv hearts, but often with erude nolions of
it in their heads., Itisa wonderfnl bhing thut we propese to do—the
assimilation of these diverse elements, and wolding them into homo-
geneity of opinion, character und relation.  This is the waork of the
schools.  IE can Le done no where else. It is the work of the
school teachers, None elss can do it. Tt is a great worl:, and
there is 2 great body of earnest workers ergnged in ii. Thisa great
fight and there is « grand army on the marels. God give them the
victory! for the bopes of humenity are involved in the conteat.
You und I, fellow teachers, belong to this great body of workers 1
let us work with all our might. We belong to this grand Army:,
let us vaeliantly fight the good fight. The neblest wen snd women
that live arc our fellow laborers and follow soldiers, Lot us he
worthy of ihe relationship.”



308

admit colored children into any of our schools on an equality with
the whitos is ona which hrs taxed my conscicnce, my judgment, and
my sense of personal interest, beyond the reach of human enleula-
tion. Often have I been tempted to yield to the popular eclamor
against the admission of this clasa of our eduenble youth.

Often havo I been asked to put my personal comfort in the scale
with my earnest convietions, in the hope that my interest might
outweigh my personal convictions, Often have T been asked whether
it was not needless that I should become a scoff and a reprosch to
the proud and the fashionable becanse of my devobion fo a moral
obligntion.

T have found it difficalt te stand up in this community for eight
voars the unwavering, nneompromizing friend of the newly enfran-
chised element. For this cause I have sufiered the ourses of the
valgar and the conlempt of some of the professediy educatad and
refined elements of the community.

This cross was hard to bear, A crown of thorns would not have
given me much more pain than T hnve endared on this sceunnd.

Finally, the sacred precinets of my home, the grave hiself, wus
invaded by a vilo newspaper as o means of punishing me beeatise I
recognized and enforced the black childPs vight to adisission to our
schools as required by law.

This wag eevera; it was benvl-rending; is was un ovdeal throngh
which I trust no one lLere will ever have occasion to pass. Bu,
thanlk God, I conld nob defeat the foree of my conscience, 1 dare
not violate my oath. I wonld not ignors the law, T counld not add
to the oppression and wrong already chaining and degrading a
hundred thounsand black children. I said to myself, “ It is far bettor
that 1 should suffer for a prineiple than by igooring it prolong an
injustice which affecte the life, and vigor, and health, and bappiness
ol not only this great number of children, but of the commonwenlth

itself.”

The principle invelved hae been rigidly enforced. My oauth of
office was nobt vielated. The law Las been enforeed. The schools
hive not been destroyed. Justice has trinmphed, and to-day our
sehools, though cpen to all, regardless of color, are in n more flonr-
ishing condilion then before we took control of them. The colored
children genevally, and of their own choice, attend school by thum
selves, while the whites attend in the same way.



