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In 1940, Southern University Demonstration School was invited to participate in the 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools for Negroes’ Secondary School Study. 
Selected and funded by the Rockefeller Foundation, sixteen of the most distinguished 
black high schools in the United States participated in an experimental program to 
reexamine administrative, curricular, and instructional practices. The University of 
South Carolina’s Museum of Education is pleased to feature Southern Lab School and its 
participation in the study. 

 

 

 
Huel D. Perkins 

 
“The school was truly, truly experimental and the 
teachers were demonstrating new techniques in 
curriculum and instruction. The students were 
engaged in their own learning and involved in 

developing their education under the guidance of 
the teachers.” Huel D. Perkins 

  

         

                            



  

Web Exhibition “Rooms” 
Introduction to the Secondary School Study 

The Southern Demonstration School Community 
Teacher Development and Teacher Training 

Curricular Experimentation 
Social Activism and Social Justice 

Curator’s Statement 

 

                      

       

 

 
W. A. Robinson 

 

Letter of Invitation to Participate in the Study 

January 23, 1940 
We would like to include the most promising high schools 
in the Region. For instance, the school should have as 
principal one of the most promising principals in the state 
from the standpoint of his training, energy, capability and 
general alertness to educational progress. The staff should 
have good fundamental training and an intellectual 
approach to their work with materials, with boys and girls, 
and with community problems. We should select in each 
state the school that has already made the most intelligent 
approach from each of these angles, that is, is already 
carrying on a successful program. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
W. A. Robinson, Director 
Secondary School Study 
Atlanta University, Atlanta, GA 

 

                          

  

While the Association sought to achieve accreditation for its member schools and to make 
strides for equitable support—separate AND equal—for black education, some educators 
believed teachers were not involved in progressive education’s “stream of educational 
ideas” and, thus, were placing too much emphasis on traditional instructional practices. 
For this reason, the Rockefeller Foundation invited distinguished schools to help define 
promising practices and to serve as a laboratory for determining goals for black youth. 

  

       
 

With oral history interviews conducted in November 2008 with       

  

  

Lena Armstead 
John B. Cade 

Dorothy Lee Early Davis 

 

 

                     

http://www.museumofeducation.info/secondary_study_intro.html
http://www.museumofeducation.info/southern-community.html
http://www.museumofeducation.info/southern-teachers.html
http://www.museumofeducation.info/southern-curriculum.html
http://www.museumofeducation.info/southern-justice.html
http://www.museumofeducation.info/southern-curator.html


  

  

Gloria Murray Handy 
Sedonia C. Johnson 

Julia Bradford Moore 

 

                                      

 

  

Audrey Nabors-Jackson 
Lee Ethel Gray Patty 

Huel D. Perkins 

  

  

 

     

 
With special thanks to Chaundra Carroccio, Director of the Scotlandville Branch Library, 
who graciously permitted us to use their facilities for oral history interviews, to Audrey 
Nabors-Jackson who set aside time and provided important archival documents, and to 

Angela Proctor, Curator of Special Collections, Southern University, who provided 
crucial archival assistance. 

   

         

 
“As high school students we had clear 

paths to follow; we were being 
groomed to be somebody. We were 
taught to spell—and I have to say 

that emphatically since that is rare—
and we were taught to speak 

correctly even though sometimes we 
did not. We were taught to respect 
everyone and to take a career path 
that made our life and everybody 

else’s life worthwhile.” 
John B. Cade 

 

  
John B. Cade 

   



  

 
Lena Armstead 

“We were all so  proud to go to this school. 
The Southern High Laboratory School 

instilled a sense of pride in its students and 
prepared us for whatever future we wished to 

pursue.” Lena Armstead 

 

  

The Museum of Education’s Web Exhibitions 
center primarily on the academic life of 
individual schools during the 1940s and early 
1950s, the focus of the Secondary School Study. 
Our vignettes serve not to lessen the 
accomplishments and accolades from prior or 
subsequent decades nor do they diminish the 
significance of the social and athletic 
dimensions of school life. Instead, the Museum 
presents web exhibitions of the Secondary 
School Study schools as a way to feature the 
experimental efforts of progressive educators 
during the 1940s. Since these vignettes were 
not prepared to serve as school histories, we 
encourage alumni and historians to prepare 
their own comprehensive school accounts, 
histories, and memoirs of these important 
educational institutions. 
 
The Museum of Education’s Web Exhibitions 
have been prepared for a general audience and 
have not used professional terminology from 
the field of education. Our accounts are 
intentionally free of detailed bibliographic 
citations. The curator is currently writing a 
scholarly account of this project that follows 
accepted bibliographic practices. 

   

                

    
   

Further, these exhibitions are conceived within a tradition of progressive 
education where a fruitful experience raises as many questions as it 
answers. Thus, the information on the various sites has been crafted 

intentionally to be suggestive—to allow important questions "to float" 
through the exhibitions rather than to be answered with a false sense of 

certainty. These sites are works-in-progress and represent an "educational 
research charrette" as additional historical material is discovered and fresh 

memories, recollections, and insights come forth by participants and 
researchers. 

     

 

 


