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The birth of a school

Plaisance beginning didn’t come easy

Ry STEVE LERLANC
Sindl Weller

uhlic educalion.
et dgomilocd e
¥ i | parcnls .

Bul, it wasa'l always thal way.

Maryretic Gaullfier of Washington espe-
clally approcistes bow rare formal education
onte was; her gronfather, Folix Thivrry -
himscll educaled — cxtablishod Lhe
firsd o public school for blacks in
Plaisnnee,

Severnl yonrs loter, M, Gaulhicr was
o n[l the first graduatcs of the Plaicanoe

Today. ol ape T, Mrs. Gouthier heams
with pride st the integral role her grand(s-
ther pluyed (o extablishing a school for
blacks in Plabsance == al 8 Hme when no ene
olse would.

"le ThisiTy) Was a am, bt be
was Consd betor off than mest peophe in
the Plaisance area,'” Mrs. Gauthier ex-
plaineed,

“He asked the superintendent of schools

at the lime if the glate would do a
leacher if be (Thierry) bullt his own school
on hds own Lind."™ =
d I"EIII'.'IH of ot lhrl'::-ili-

: cosl of at

lr—mnuhlm-w"mwluh
SHme.

“If a porsoa had fve childron, payicg the

zz He asked the superinten-

dent of schools at the

time if the state would
provide a leacher if he
(Thierry) buill his own
school on his own land.”

Fewr, paying for the bouks, walking fo school
#nd callog 2 cold lunch, It waz more thon &
person could afford.”
In that lght, Thiciry's offcr (o bulld &
public schoal was particalarty timchy.
"My molber aewvred the door when the
endond Jirougthl the nessage baek
frum Balon Rouge. The school was a
bt had to sy the Jocollon of the
and. The had to be bordered by a
public road."
Properly Thicrry owned wasn'L suitable
for thal purposc, 8o the Jocilily was con-
structed on properiy, owned by Prevost Cre-
then, not Car from the present Plaksance
High School site,
While Thierry fumished coastruction ma-
leriuls, building (he 50 fool by 1 fool scheol-
house was a communily wide effort, Mrs.
Gauthier sald.
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Nov. 4, 1985

Suhmilted Phote

FELLX THIERRY
Plaisance School founder

Margretle Thierry) graduated from the
school, which by thea had seven grades,

] kept my cand.” she said.

Sure enough, Mrs. Gauthler's certificate
ﬂgdmthnﬁnnﬂhr .

nﬂmulmrmm

eering robe in public edocation.

HTII!].HF.“M& I}hlﬂ'ﬁf thl...
P s o &8
“we had 1o have education.

“Ti wasn't much of a bulldiag, but he did
make n slard,"




Felix Thierry
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